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Glenwood Elementary School PAC Meeting Minutes 
January 16, 2018 
6:30 P.M. – Library 
 
Present:  Abby Wadley (Co-Chair), Briana Fraser (Co-Chair), Gwen Simcoe (Co-DPAC), 
Marion Gennaro (Treasurer), Reg LaPlante (Vice-Principal), Laurie Lemanski (Secretary); Sylvia 
Baban (Co-DPAC Representative) 
 
Regrets:  Tasha Murray (Vice Chair) 
 
 
The Glenwood Elementary School Parent Advisory Committee acknowledges and thanks the Coast 
Salish Nations of Musqueam, Tsleil-Waututh, and Squamish on whose traditional territories we 
teach, learn, and live. 
 
 
Meeting Chair:   Briana Fraser (Co-chair) 
 
Minute-taker:   Laurie Lemanski 
 
 
I. Welcome 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm. 
 
 
II. Approve Minutes/Agenda 
 
The agenda was approved as presented.  
 
Minutes from the September 26, 2018 PAC meeting were approved. 
 
Minutes from the November 14, 2018 PAC meeting were approved. 
 
 
III. Reports 
 
a) Vice Principal’s Report – Mr. Reg LaPlante 
 
December/January Review: 

Mr. LaPlante would like to thank Glenwood Parents for making time in their busy schedules to 

attend this evening’s meeting.   

Since our meeting on November 14th, we had many seasonal events prior to the winter break.  

Many thanks to PAC for organizing and running the Holiday Fair and Wreath Making as well as the 

ever popular pancake breakfast!  Special thanks to staff and especially our music teacher Ms. Ong 
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for making our Winter Musical performances of “Santa Goes Green” such a success!  Div. 5 also 

had a successful in class field trip when High Touch/ High Tech came to share some fun science. 

Volleyball wrapped up with zonal Play Days since we last met – special thanks to Mr. Grant for 

coaching both of our teams! Glenwood’s boys’ AND girls’ basketball teams have now started their 

seasons. Stacey Milne is the coach for both groups and our teacher sponsors/coaches are Ms. 

Webster for the girls and Mr. Fong for the boys. Thanks to all for your time and support! 

Our intermediate students attended their 2nd Young People’s Concert on November 19 which was 

a performance by Bollywood Star Karima Essa. Students will attend the final concert in the YPC 

series on Jan. 21.  The performer is Tiny Islands: Jazzology. 

Literacy week January 29 – February 1.  Notice will be sent home shortly. Activities will include a 

School Reading in Circles activity, Book Swap, School wide Literacy estimation games and Literacy 

Bingo, Wearable Literacy Day, an Author visit (Kari Rust) Reading Club updates, and others 

culminating in a Celebration of learning at 9:10am on Friday, Feb.1 

Circles Program coming to Glenwood: Restorative Justice/RCMP program 

Community Building   

Listening,  

Exploring Conflict and Painful Emotion  

Working to understand and Heal from Harm, 

Understanding Anger and Coping with Negative Emotion  

Apology, Taking Responsibility and Forgiveness 

MDI – Grade 4 only: 

What is the purpose of the project? The purpose of this project is to better understand aspects of 

children’s development, health, and well-being that contribute to their overall success in school 

and in life through the voices of children. The MDI gives children a voice in reporting their 

thoughts, feelings, and experiences in school, at home, and in the community, including how they 

spend their time after school. Your school board is participating in the MDI because they want to 

know more about the health and well-being of their students and identify the ways in which 

children’s success and well-being can be promoted in schools and communities. They can use the 

information to improve education, support, and services for all students. The MDI was developed 

at UBC in collaboration with educators, parents, and students, and has been used in Canadian 

schools since 2009. To learn more about the MDI and view the survey questions, please visit 

www.earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi. 
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Gr. 7 articulation has begun for next year.  One of the Burnaby South Counselors was here to 

speak to our Gr. 7’s on Tuesday and Burnaby South’s Gr.7 -11 Parent Meeting is on Thursday, Jan. 

17.  Gr. 7 specific information from 6 – 6:30 pm. 

Byrne Cr. Visits us on Wednesday, Jan. 23 and the Parent Night at Byrne Cr. is on Thursday Jan. 31 

at 6pm.  Students are also welcome to accompany parents at both secondary school events 

Basketball court – slow process, once we have Board approval we can apply for grants.  

We have 4 International students from China joining us at on January 29.  We have gained 1 

student over the break and 5 students have moved away. We are currently at 111 and will be 

back to 115 with our new International students. 

Pow Wow Dancing – successful at Clinton, good integration of Indigenous Education and Dance 

curriculum.  We are looking at the presenter’s availability for our school. 

Staffing Changes: 

Ms. Webster is in for Ms. Pook’s mat leave and Ms. Longstaff, one of our EAs, is moving to Stride.  

Congratulations to Ms. Pook and best of luck to Ms. Longstaff. 

New School photographer next year will be “Photo Express” – 1 year trial.  This company offers 

school rebates and some fundraising opportunities that we don’t have access to with current 

company. 

We continue to experience issues with vandalism and over the break and over weekends 

generally.  If you happen to notice anything let Mr. LaPlante know. 

Important upcoming dates: 

 Jan. 17: Burnaby South Parent Night 6pm 

Jan. 23: Coding Club fieldtrip AM 

Jan. 25: PAC Movie Night 

Jan. 28: Curriculum Implementation Day – Students do not attend 

Jan. 29 – Feb. 1: Literacy Week 

Jan 29: Byrne Cr. Parent Night 6pm 

Feb. 7: K screening – Vision/Hearing/Dental 9am 

Feb. 18: Family Day – schools closed 

Feb 22: Pro D day – students do not attend 
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Feb. 20: Div. 4 to Aquarium – full day 

Feb. 25 – March 1: Book Fair week 

Feb. 27: Student Led Conferences – early dismissal 

March 14: Term 2 reports home 

March 15: Last day before Break 

Thank you to our many parent volunteers!  In the past 2 months we have had parents working on 

our behalf in many areas: primary readers, drivers for sports events and fieldtrips, PAC fun lunch 

organizers and money counters, forgotten lunch providers, Grade 7 fundraisers, and Winter 

Wreath making and Holiday Fair organizers!   

 
b) Treasurer’s Report – Marion Gennaro  
 
Note that the bus trip cost (cheque) was written on the General Account and should have been 
the Gaming Fund.  Funds will be transferred from Gaming to General to correct error. 
 
As of December 31, 2018: 
 

 $10, 348.62 in the general account.   

 $3,770.77 in the gaming fund.   

 
 
c) Sylvia Baban / Gwen Simcoe – DPAC – update 

 
Fund Raising 101 presented at November  DPAC meeting.  Info session around insurance 
coverage for events.  Events are covered with general liability under District insurance.  Mr. 
LaPlante has to provide written approval for fundraising events.  PAC members should not be 
signing any contracts, only Mr. LaPlante.   
 
Technology fundraising – Office 365 – the full suite.  80% complete as November, working on 
back-end systems,   Every student in Grade 4 and up will have access to Office 365 until Grade 12 
graduation. 
 
All teachers are receiving an ipad or laptop across the District.  Desktop computers will be 
removed from classrooms, evaluated, and will be repurposed and redeployed back into schools 
 
 
d) Vice Chair - Tasha Murray 
 
No report. 
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e) Chair – Abby Wadley 
 
Movie Night – January 25 
 
Small Foot confirmed.  Looking for more volunteers to coordinate prior to  and to help during 
movie.  Movie night is a great opportunity to raise funds.   
 
Need for Volunteers 
 
Fun Lunch desperately seeking volunteers for counting funds and distributing lunches on Fridays.   
 
Technology Update 
 
Bluetooth keyboards and headphones were purchased and are being trialed.   
 
International student funds can be transferred to the high technology budget.   
 
Glenwood is in a good position with technology.  Every classroom is well-equipped. 
 
 
IV. New Business 
 
Safety Protocols / Playground Safety 
 
It is the school’s responsibility to provide students/parents with safety protocols at the school.  
Staff are doing a good job at monitoring students on recesses and lunches.  Monitors are 
positioned on the lower field / front of building and at the playground with sightlines down the 
back of the school. 
 
Washroom doors typically opened to the outside at recess and lunch.  Closed after 3pm until 
school reopens.   
 
 
Sexual Health Education 
 
Parents who are interested to know what the curriculum includes for each of the grades can find 
this Information on the School District website.   
 
Was suggested that parents be advised what is, or isn’t, being discussed. 
 
Email has been recently sent out about forum for intermediate teachers to provide feedback on 
how to implement sexual health training.  Mr. Grant will be attending. 
 
PAC is advocating for Saleema Noon, or her staff, to visit Glenwood.  She can offer sessions for 
parents only, for all ages of children.  The School District would support.  PAC will look into costs 
and availability, and structure of sessions.  Sexual health is part of the curriculum.   
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V. Round Table Discussion 
 
FSA test.  School board says you can withdraw (opt out) your child from taking the test.  
Suggested that more information be provided regarding the test to parents.   
 
The tests are much harder than they used to be.  Schools are mandated to run the test, and 
parents are able to opt out.   
 
Sylvie reports that Indra is taking her food safe course and almost finished, and has volunteered 
to manage the fruit/veggie program. 
 
Next PAC meeting will be held on April 3, 2019. 
 
Meeting adjourned:  8:01 pm 
 
 
 
PAC Contact Info:  Glenwood.PAC@sd41.bc.ca or leave a message in the office. 

mailto:Glenwood.PAC@sd41.bc.ca

